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Figures of Control
F igu r e s  o f  Cont r o l  b r i ng s  t o g e th e r  f i ve  a r t i s t s  who  exam ine  th e  f i gu r e  t h r ough  s y s t ems  o f  c ont a i nment ,  v i s i b i l i ty,

b e l i e f ,  memory  and  t r an s f o rmat i on .  Ac r o s s  pa i nt i ng ,  pho t og r aphy  and  s cu l p tu r a l  app roa che s  t o  image -mak ing ,  t h e

exh ib i t i on  c on s i d e r s  how  b o d i e s  and  i d ent i t i e s  a r e  c on s t ru c t ed ,  r e gu l a t ed  and  d i s r up t ed  th r ough  v i s ua l  l anguage .

J ohanne s  Phoke l a  e s t ab l i s h e s  t h e  exh ib i t i on ’ s  c onc ep tua l  p o i nt  o f  d epa r tu r e  by  r ewo rk i ng  Luc i o  Fontana ’ s  Spa t i a l i s t

cu t .  Whe r e  Fontana ’ s  r up tu r e  op en s  ont o  an  i n f i n i t e ,  me taphy s i c a l  s pa c e ,  Phoke l a  i n s e r t s  t h e  f i gu r e  i nt o  th e  vo i d .

Abs enc e  b e come s  o c cup i ed  spa c e ,  r e ve l a t i on  b e come s  r e s t r i c t i on .  The  f i gu r e  i s  s imu l t aneou s l y  e xp o s ed  and  c onta i n ed ,

t u rn i ng  th e  mo de rn i s t  g e s tu r e  i nt o  a  med i t a t i on  on  b o rd e r s ,  e x c l u s i on ,  h i s t o r y  and  p owe r .

The  exh ib i t i on  th en  move s  t h r ough  d i f f e r ent  r e g i s t e r s  o f  c ont r o l .  Ned i a  Wer e ’ s  s p i r a l s  d i s r up t  l i n e a r  t ime ,  d r aw ing  on

Kenyan  c o smo l og i e s  t o  p r op o s e  c y c l e s  o f  r e tu rn  and  c ont i nu i ty.  Ju s t i n  D ingwa l l  s ub j e c t s  t h e  pho tog r aph i c  image  t o

phy s i c a l  i nt e r vent i on ,  u s i ng  s t i t ch i ng  t o  e xp o s e  t h e  way s  b eau ty  and  th e  b o dy  a r e  c on s t ru c t ed  and  d i s c i p l i n ed .

Eb ene z e r  Samue l  Ak ino l a ’ s  Yo ruba - i n f l e c t ed  f i gu r e s  e x i s t  i n  s t a t e s  o f  f l ux ,  whe r e  movement  and  sp i r i t ua l

t r an s f o rmat i on  r e s i s t  f i x ed  i d ent i ty.

Ayob o l a  “Zak ”  Keke r e -Ekun  ex t end s  th e  que s t i on  i nt o  ma t e r i a l i ty.  Th rough  f ab r i c ,  f o l d i ng  and  r e l ent l e s s  r ep e t i t i on ,

s h e  c on s t ru c t s  s u r f a c e s  i n  wh i ch  memory  b e come s  phy s i c a l .  I n  Te r r a i n s  o f  Memory,  t h e  f o l d  op e r a t e s  a s  b o th  s t ru c tu r e

and  t r a c e ,  a c cumu l a t i ng  h i s t o r i e s  o f  p r e s su r e ,  e xp e r i en c e  and  t r an s f o rmat i on .

Toge th e r ,  t h e  a r t i s t s  c omp l i c a t e  t h e  f i gu r e  a s  a  s t ab l e  o r  au t onomous  sub j e c t .  I n s t e ad ,  i t  eme rg e s  a s  s ome th ing

p ro duc ed  th r ough  f o r c e s  t ha t  f r ame ,  c onta i n ,  c onc ea l  and  t r an s f o rm ,  wh i l e  c ont i nua l l y  c r e a t i ng  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r

r e s i s t an c e  and  r e c on f i gu r a t i on .



Justin Dingwall
Ju s t i n  D ingwa l l ’ s  ( b .  1 983 ,  Sou th  A f r i c a )  r i ve t i ng  pho tog r aph s  cha l l e ng e

t r ad i t i ona l  b eau ty  i d ea l s .  Known  f o r  h i s  t h ea t r i c a l  p o r t r a i t s ,  D ingwa l l

c on s t ru c t s  s t a g ed  image s  no t ed  f o r  t h e i r  s u r r e a l  and  f ant a s t i c a l  e l ement s .

D ingwa l l  s t ud i ed  pho tog r aphy  a t  t h e  Tshwane  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Te chno l ogy.  S i n c e

g r adua t i ng  i n  2 004 ,  h e  ha s  g a i n ed  r e c ogn i t i on  f o r  h i s  wo rk  i n  h i s  na t i ve  Sou th

A f r i c a  and  ab road .  

 

D ingwa l l  i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y  no t ed  f o r  h i s  e xp l o r a t i on s  o f  t ab o o s ,  s t i gmas ,  and  how

b eau ty  i d ea l s  a r e  c ond i t i on ed  by  cu l t u r a l  a t t i t ude s  and  p o l i t i c s ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n

A f r i c an  c ont ex t s .  The  a r t i s t  add r e s s e s  a l b i n i sm  i n  a  p o r t r a i t  s e r i e s  o f  Sou th

A f r i c an  mo de l  a c t i v i s t s  Thando  Hopa  and  Sane l e  Xaba  t i t l e d  “A lbu s , ”  wh i ch  h e

b egan  i n  2014 .  I n  th e  wh ims i c a l  “F l y  by  N i ght ”  s e r i e s  ( 2 015–19 ) ,  made  du r i ng  a

he i ght en ed  p e r i o d  o f  r a c i a l  v i o l en c e  i n  Sou th  A f r i c a ,  t h e  a r t i s t  t a ck l e s  B l a ck

Swan  Theo ry.  The  i d i om r e f e r s  t o  a  s u rp r i s i n g  o r  unp r e c ed ent ed  event  and

take s  i t s  name  f r om th e  i l l  f ounded  a s sumpt i on  tha t  b l a ck  swan s  d i dn ’ t  e x i s t .

D ingwa l l  wa s  t h e  2015  w inne r  o f  t h e  SA  Tax i  Founda t i on  Ar t  Award .  

 

D ingwa l l ’ s  f i r s t  s o l o  e xh ib i t i on  w i th  Ec l e c t i c a  Cont emp o ra ry  t i t l e d  When  I

S t a r e  a t  t h e  N i ght  Sky  op ened  i n  May  2025 .  D ingwa l l  wa s  a  pa r t  o f  Ec l e c t i c a

Cont emp o ra ry ’ s  Ma in  b o o th  p r e s ent a t i on  a t  I nve s t e c  Cap e  Town  Ar t  Fa i r  2 025 .

I n  add i t i on ,  D ingwa l l  had  a  So l o  p r e s ent a t i on  a t  Pho to  London  anc

pa r t i c i pa t ed  i n  S cop e  M iam i  i n  2 024 .  



Justin Dingwall
Voyager, 2026
Mixed Media Photography with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
86.5 x 60 cm
GBP 4,800



Justin Dingwall
Pathfinder, 2026
Mixed Media Photography with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
89 x 70 cm
GBP 4,950



Justin Dingwall
Nova, 2026
Mixed Media Photography with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
73 x 55 cm
GBP 4,000 



Justin Dingwall
The Road Not Taken, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
46 x 34 cm
GBP 2,550 



Justin Dingwall
Prospect, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
39 x 25 cm
GBP 1,850

Justin Dingwall
Enigmatic, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
40 x 29 cm
GBP 1,950



Justin Dingwall
Eye of the Beholder, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
35.5 x 26 cm
GBP 1,660

Justin Dingwall
Drop by Drop, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
31 x 23.5 cm
GBP 1,470 



Justin Dingwall
Has the Time Come, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
35.5 x 26 cm
GBP 1,660

Justin Dingwall
Southern Sky, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
31 x 22.5 cm
GBP 1,480 



Justin Dingwall
Is This a Love Letter, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
35.5 x 26.5 cm
GBP 1,680

Justin Dingwall
What Does the Future Hold, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
25 x 35 cm
GBP 1,600 



Justin Dingwall
Under the Same Sun, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
25 x 32.5 cm
GBP 1,600 

Justin Dingwall
Celestial Horizon, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
28 x 20 cm
GBP 1,350



Justin Dingwall
A Moment in Time, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
30.5 x 20 cm
GBP 1,390

Justin Dingwall
Rise, 2026
Mixed Media Photography, 
with Fabric and Hand-Stitching 
20 x 27.5 cm
GBP 1,300



Born  i n  1968  i n  I badan ,  N i g e r i a ,  Eb ene z e r  Samue l  Ak ino l a  i s  a  l e ad i ng

vo i c e  i n  c ont emp o ra ry  A f r i c an  a r t .  He  g r adua t ed  a t  t h e  t op  o f  h i s  c l a s s

w i th  a  Bache l o r ' s  d eg r e e  i n  pa i nt i ng  f r om th e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Ben in  i n  1 989 .

Ak ino l a ' s  wo rk  cha l l e ng e s  s t e r e o typ i c a l  na r r a t i ve s  ab ou t  A f r i c a  and  B l a ck

cu l t u r e ,  u s i ng  h i s  a r t  t o  engag e  w i th  and  c r i t i qu e  no t i on s  o f  r a c e ,  g ende r ,

b eau ty,  s p i r i t ua l i ty,  i d ent i ty,  and  th e  p o l i t i c a l  l and s cap e  o f  mo de rn

A f r i c a .  A  c ent r a l  t h eme  i n  h i s  wo rk  i s  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  da rken ing  o f  h i s

s ub j e c t s '  f a c e s ,  s ymb o l i z i n g  s t r eng th ,  g r andeu r ,  s oph i s t i c a t i on ,  and

inhe r ent  d i gn i ty.  

Ak ino l a  mas t e r f u l l y  weave s  r e a l i s t i c  and  ab s t r a c t  e l ement s ,  c r e a t i ng  p i e c e s

r i ch  i n  d e t a i l  and  d ep th .  H i s  s ub j e c t s ,  o f t en  p o r t r ayed  i n  p o r t r a i t s  and

f i gu r e  c omp o s i t i on s ,  c ome  a l i ve  w i th  i nt r i c a t e  l aye r s  t ha t  d r aw  a t t ent i on

t o  key  a sp e c t s  o f  h i s  me s s ag e .  Wide l y  r e c ogn i z ed  and  c e l eb r a t ed ,  Ak ino l a

ha s  r e c e i ved  p r e s t i g i ou s  c ommi s s i on s ,  i n c l ud i ng  p o r t r a i t s  o f  f o rme r

N i g e r i an  l e ad e r s  Nnamd i  Az i k iwe ,  Ab du l s a l am i  Abubaka r ,  and  O lu s e gun

Obasan j o ,  wh i ch  a r e  d i s p l ayed  i n  t h e  Na t i ona l  Ga l l e r y  o f  A r t  i n  N i g e r i a .

H i s  impac t  e x t end s  b eyond  na t i ona l  b o rd e r s ,  w i th  exh ib i t i on s  i n  r enowned

venue s  a c r o s s  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  Be l g i um ,  I t a l y,  Moro c co ,  and  Spa in .

Ebenezer Samuel Akinola



Ebenezer Samuel Akinola
Our Silent Guardians, 2026
Oil on Linen
48 x 69 cm  
GBP 4,600



Ebenezer Samuel Akinola
The Silent Procession, 2026
Oil on Linen
54 x 70 cm  
GBP 4,600



Ebenezer Samuel Akinola
Guardians of our Heritage I, 2026
Oil on Linen
83 x 100 cm  
GBP 5,700



Ebenezer Samuel Akinola
Guardians of our Heritage II, 2026
Oil on Linen
76 x 101 cm  
GBP 5,700 



Nedia Were
Ned i a  Wer e  (b .  1 989 ,  Kenya )  i s  a  s e l f - t aught  c ont emp o ra ry  v i s ua l  a r t i s t  who  l i ve s  and

work s  i n  Na i r ob i .  D raw ing  f r om ch i l dho o d  i n f l u en c e s  r o o t ed  i n  c om i c  b o ok s ,  n ewspap e r s

and  s i gn  pa i nt i ng ,  Wer e  d eve l op ed  a  d i s t i n c t i ve  f i gu r a t i ve  l anguage  c ent e r ed  on  B l a ck

i d ent i ty,  r ep r e s ent a t i on  and  A f r o - op t im i sm .  H i s  p r a c t i c e  i nt e r r oga t e s  h i s t o r i c a l  Wes t e rn

i d ea l s  o f  b eau ty  wh i l e  r e imag in i ng  B l a ck  sub j e c t s  w i th i n  l u sh ,  d r e am l i ke  env i r onment s

tha t  s p eak  t o  d i gn i ty,  s p i r i t ua l i ty,  r eb i r t h  and  s e l f - p o s s e s s i on .

Known  f o r  h i s  r i ch  u s e  o f  b l a ck  p i gment  and  p sy cho l og i c a l l y  cha r g ed  p o r t r a i t u r e ,  Wer e

c r e a t e s  pa i nt i ng s  t ha t  p o s i t i on  A f r i c an  f i gu r e s  w i th i n  moment s  o f  t ende rn e s s ,

c ont emp l a t i on  and  qu i e t  p owe r .  Na tu r e  f unc t i on s  a s  a  r e cu r r i ng  s ymb o l i c  e l ement  i n  h i s

wo rk ,  r e f l e c t i ng  t r an s f o rmat i on ,  f l u i d i ty  and  i nt e r c onne c t edne s s  b e tween  th e  s e l f  and

the  env i r onment .  I n f l u en c ed  i n  pa r t  by  Ke r ry  Jame s  Mar sha l l ,  Wer e ’ s  pa i nt i ng s

cha l l e ng e  t r ad i t i ona l  a r t  h i s t o r i c a l  e x c l u s i on s  wh i l e  c ont r i bu t i ng  t o  b r oade r

c onve r s a t i on s  a r ound  A f r i c an  and  A f r o -d i a sp o r i c  v i s i b i l i ty  i n  c ont emp o ra ry  a r t .

Wer e  ha s  e xh ib i t ed  ex t en s i ve l y  a c r o s s  A f r i c a ,  Eu rop e  and  th e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,

pa r t i c i p a t i ng  i n  f a i r s  and  exh ib i t i on s  i n c l ud ing  F l o r en c e  B i enna l e ,  AKAA Pa r i s ,  FNB

Ar t  Jobu rg ,  and  Inve s t e c  Cap e  Town  Ar t  Fa i r .  I n  2024 ,  h i s  wo rk  wa s  i n c l uded  i n  an

exh ib i t i on  a t  t h e  S t e f an  G i e r owsk i  Founda t i on  i n  Po l and .  H i s  wo rk  ha s  a l s o  b e en

f e a tu r ed  i n  Vogue  Magaz i n e  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  t h e  “B l a ck  Exc e l l e n c e/B l a ck  E l e ganc e ”

exh ib i t i on  p r e s ent ed  du r i ng  M iam i  Ar t  Week  and  Ar t  Ba s e l  M iam i  Bea ch .  

H i s  wo rk s  a r e  h e l d  i n  no t ab l e  p r i va t e  and  c o rp o r a t e  c o l l e c t i on s ,  i n c l ud i ng  th e  RMB

Co l l e c t i on ,  a s  we l l  a s  i nt e rna t i ona l  c o l l e c t i on s  s u ch  a s  t h e  New Museum co l l e c t i on  i n

Be r l i n



Nedia Were
Avakhana I, 2026
Oil on Canvas
70 x 60 cm  
GBP 3,000



Nedia Were
Avakhana II, 2026
Oil on Canvas
69 x 58 cm 
GBP 3,000



Nedia Were
Avakhana III, 2026
Oil on Canvas
68.5 x 60 cm 
GBP 3,000



Nedia Were
Avakhana IV, 2026
Oil on Canvas
73 x 61 cm 
GBP 3,000



Johannes Phokela
Johanne s  Phoke l a  i s  a  Sou th  A f r i c an  a r t i s t  b o rn  i n  Sowe to  i n  1 966 .  He  b egan

h i s  f o rma l  a r t  c a r e e r  i n  1 984  a t  t h e  Fede r a t ed  Un i on  o f  B l a ck  Ar t i s t s  (FUBA)

Academy  i n  Johanne sbu rg ,  whe r e  h e  ob t a i n ed  a  t h r e e -  ye a r  d i p l oma .

I n  1987 ,  h e  moved  t o  London ,  whe r e  h e  c omp l e t ed  a  yea r - l ong  f ounda t i on

cou r s e  a t  Cent r a l  S t .  Mar t i n s :  Un i ve r s i ty  o f  t h e  Ar t s  London  b e f o r e  a cqu i r i n g  a

ba che l o r ’ s  d eg r e e  a t  Camb e rwe l l  Co l l e g e  o f  A r t :  Un i ve r s i ty  o f  t h e  Ar t s  London

(1988 ) .  He  th en  c omp l e t ed  a  mas t e r ’ s  d eg r e e  a t  t h e  Roya l  Co l l e g e  o f  A r t  ( 1 993 )

and  r e tu rn ed  p e rmanent l y  t o  Sou th  A f r i c a  i n  2 006 .  

Phoke l a  ha s  e s t ab l i s h ed  a  d i s t i n gu i sh ed  c a r e e r  b o th  l o c a l l y  and  i nt e rna t i ona l l y.

He  p l ayed  an  adv i s o r y  r o l e  i n  e s t ab l i s h i ng  The  Bag  Fac t o ry,  J ohanne sbu rg

( 1990 )  and  wa s  awa rded  th e  p r e s t i g i ou s  yea r - l ong  r e s i d en cy  a t  De l f i n a  S tud i o

Tru s t ,  London  ( 1993 ) .  He  wa s  a l s o  on e  o f  t h e  f ound ing  memb e r s  o f  t h e

Gaswo rk s  S tud i o s ,  London  ( 1994  –  2005 ) ,  p r o duc i ng  s tud i o  wo rk  a s  we l l  a s

pa r t i c i p a t i ng  i n  t h e  I nt e rna t i ona l  Re s i d en cy  P rog r amme .  He  d i d  vo l unt e e r  wo rk

f o r  The  Un i t ed  Na t i on s  Educa t i ona l ,  S c i ent i f i c  and  Cu l tu r a l  Organ i s a t i on

(UNESCO)  i n  1995  and  l ed  t o  h i s  pa r t i c i p a t i on  i n  a  r e s i d en cy  p r og r amme  i n

Senega l  t h r ough  th e  B r i t i s h  Counc i l  ( 1 997 ) .  He  i s  a  r e c i p i ent  o f  t h e  Dec i b e l

Award  f r om th e  Ar t s  Counc i l  o f  Eng l and  ( 2004 ) .

Phoke l a  ha s  e xh ib i t ed  ex t en s i ve l y  wo r l dw id e ,  i n c l ud i ng  exh ib i t i n g  8  wo rk s  a t

th e  Ven i c e  B i enna l e .  



Johannes Phokela
Pan [Fried] I, 2026
Oil on Canvas
165 x 130 cm  
GBP 19,000



Ayob o l a  “Zak ”  Keke r e -Ekun  (b .  1 993 )  i s  a  N i g e r i an -b o rn  c ont emp o ra ry  a r t i s t

l i v i ng  and  wo rk i ng  i n  Sou th  A f r i c a .  Bo rn  and  r a i s ed  i n  Lago s ,  s h e  ho l d s  a  BA

and  MA in  V i sua l  A r t s  f r om th e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Lago s  and  a  PhD i n  Ar t  and

De s i gn  f r om th e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  J ohanne sbu rg .

Work ing  p r ima r i l y  w i th  qu i l l i n g  and  s cu l p tu r a l  f ab r i c - ba s ed  pa i nt i ng ,  Keke r e -

Ekun  t r an s f o rms  mat e r i a l  t h r ough  me t i cu l ou s  f o l d i ng ,  l aye r i ng  and  r ep e t i t i on .

He r  p r a c t i c e  e xp l o r e s  movement ,  memory,  i d ent i ty  and  t r an s f o rmat i on ,

c on s i d e r i ng  how  mat t e r  c an  r e g i s t e r  e xp e r i en c e  and  ho l d  t r a c e s  o f  t ime .

I n  Te r r a i n s  o f  Memory,  t h e  f o l d  b e come s  a  l and s cap e ,  an  a c cumu l a t i on  o f

s u r f a c e s ,  p r e s su r e s  and  g e s tu r e s  t h r ough  wh i ch  memory  i s  c ont i nua l l y  f o rmed

and  t r an s f o rmed .  The  wo rk s  o c cupy  a  spa c e  b e tween  pa i nt i ng  and  s cu l p tu r e ,

t h e i r  undu l a t i ng  su r f a c e s  s ugg e s t i ng  g eo l o g i c a l  f o rma t i on s ,  o r gan i c  s t r u c tu r e s

and  sh i f t i n g  emot i ona l  t e r r a i n s .

Keke r e -Ekun ’ s  wo rk  ha s  b e en  exh ib i t ed  i nt e rna t i ona l l y,  i n c l ud i ng  a t  UTA

Ar t i s t  Spac e ,  Lo s  Ange l e s ;  HOFA,  London ;  t h e  Japan -A f r i c a  Cont emp o ra ry  Ar t

As s o c i a t i on ,  Yokohama ;  Ar t 021 ,  Shangha i ;  A r t e  F i e r a ,  Bo l ogna ;  and  ABSA

Ga l l e r y,  J ohanne sbu rg .  She  i s  a  r e c i p i ent  o f  t h e  2 021  Absa  L ’At e l i e r  Award ,  t h e

2025  Fu tu r e  Award s  P r i z e  f o r  Ar t ,  t h e  2 018  Fu tu r e  Award s  P r i z e  f o r  C r ea t i v i ty,

and  th e  Dean  Co l l e c t i on  20  S t ( a r t )up s  Grant .

Ayobola Kekere-Ekun



Ayobola ‘Zak’ Kekere-Ekun
Truth Nugget VI, 2026
Sculpted Fabric on Canvas
27.2 x 35.1 x 6.3 cm  (Framed)
GBP 550



Ayobola ‘Zak’ Kekere-Ekun
Truth Nugget IV, 2026
Sculpted Fabric on Canvas
 27.2 x 35.1 x 6.3 cm (Framed)
GBP 550



Ayobola ‘Zak’ Kekere-Ekun
Truth Nugget I, 2026
Sculpted Fabric on Canvas
24 x 29 x 6.3 cm (Framed)
GBP 500



Ayobola ‘Zak’ Kekere-Ekun
Truth Nugget II, 2026
Sculpted Fabric on Canvas
24 x 29 x 6.3 cm (Framed)
GBP 500



56 Church Street

Cape Town

8000

For Inquiries, please contact

info@eclecticacontemporary.co.za

+27 21 422 4145

Eclectica Contemporary is a Cape Town–based gallery dedicated to contemporary artistic

practices from Africa and its diaspora. 

The gallery presents a dynamic program of emerging and established artists and has

participated in leading international art fairs. Artists represented by the gallery have

participated in major international biennials and their works are held in significant

institutional collections including the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa, the Rupert

Museum, and the Iziko South African National Gallery, as well as major international

foundations and private collections. 

Through exhibitions, international presentations, and collaborations with curators and

institutions, Eclectica Contemporary contributes to the global discourse surrounding

contemporary African art.
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