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ayogu kingsley
Ayogu Kingsley (b. 1994) is a Nigerian artist born in Enugu, Nigeria in 1994. 
Kingsley developed an interest and an early aptitude for art from a young age. 
He began painting at eight years old and gained statewide recognition creating 
works for local politicians throughout specialized secondary school where he 
gained his Trade Test in Painting and Decorating. He studied in Enugu State 
College of Education where he gained a National Certificate in Education in Fine 
and Applied Art Education in 2017. He moved to Lagos to begin his professional 
art career later that year. Kingsley, who traditionally paints in oil on canvas, has 
gained a large social recognition since the start of his career for his hyperrealist 
prowess, a technique which he continues to utilize in his most recent body of 
work. Kingsley has since been awarded the Art X Lagos Prize (2023) and The 
Future Awards Africa Prize for Arts (2020). The artist is currently showing in 
Africa Supernova (2023) at Kunsthal Kade Amersfoort Museum.  

Icons in the White House is an empowered expression of Black Life. Focused on 
the Black Icons from Africa and the African diaspora,  the exhibition’s vision and 
purpose is to convey the precarious truth of the fragile sovereignty of blackness. 
Kingsleys painted subjects are strikingly diverse, though each in their singular 
way conveys the artists dream of sovereignty. The series includes a painting of 
Malcolm X with his posture modelled on Barack Obama - this asks us to reflect on 
an alternative political reality and further compels us to rethink the canon and its 
erasure of Black thought. Featured alongside Malcolm X are prominent figures in 
black history, Frantz Fanon, Chinua Achebe, Fela Kuti, Thomas Sankara, Kwame 
Nkrumah, Lucky Dube, Winnie Mandela and Mohammad Ali. The potency of 
these works lies in the critique of the institutionalisations of white superiority and 
racism within the American context following the Black Lives Matter protests of 
which notoriously succeeds the Civil Rights and Black Power Movements. The 
renewed visions of these leaders that had succumbed to early deaths further 
echoes the necropolitical and insidious underpinnings of our global economy – 
especially the ways in which our economy has been built upon centuries of the 
exploitative labour and dispossession of Black people.   
       
Cynics consider Black Portraiture a fad, a boom-bust phenomenon akin to 
‘tulipomania’. It cannot be so easily discarded and disregarded. Its impact in 
America is especially critical, given an incipient civil war and threat to democracy. 
What the Black Body, Black Life, in art represents is a vital drive to diffuse and 
overcome this threat. Ralph Ellison’s memorable words – ‘I am an invisible man. 
No I am not a spook … Nor am I one of your Hollywood movie ectoplasms. I am a 
man of substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and liquids, and I might even be said to 
possess a mind. I am invisible, simply because people refuse to see me’ – is the 
challenge Ayogu Kingsley has assumed. His refusal to be refused by others, his 
desire to be seen, is a testimony and a love song.



ayogu kingsley
EXHIBITION HISTORY

FNB Art Joburg, Johannesburg (2023)
RMB Lattitudes Art Fair, Johannesburg (2023)
Miart Art Fair, Milan (2023)
Investec Cape Town Art Fair, Cape Town (2023)
Dig where You Stand, SCCA Tamale, Ghana (2022)
Art Rotterdam, Netherlands (2022)
Shout Plenty, African Arts Foundation Lagos (2022)
Voices of Love, Prior Art space, Barcelona, Spain (2022)
Sound and Feels Residency, Hangar, Lisbon, Portugal (2022)
Voice, African Arts Foundatin Lagos (2021)
Just my Imagination running away with me, Hangar, Lisbon, Portugal (2021)
Young Contemporary Exhibition, Rele Gallery, Lagos (2020)
Moniker Art Fair, Brooklyn New York (2018)
Not Seen but Felt Thought, Pyramid Art Center (2017)
LIMCAF Grand Finale Exhibition, Rele Gallery, Lagos (2017)

PRESS

BBC Africa: Ayogu Kingsley: E bidoro m na nwata na-ese ihe
Guardian: Shaun King Praises a Nigeria Artist, Ayogu Kingsley, Painting of 
Malcolm X Contemporanea: REVIEW - Just
My Imagination (Running Away with Me)
Umbingo: Just My Imagination: Zanele Muholi e Ayogu Kingsley at HANGAR 
Buzzfeed: Who Are The Real Hyperrealist on Instagram?

AWARDS

ART X Lagos Prize awards finalist 2023
The Future Awards Africa Prize for Arts (visual and applied), 2020
Winner Vin Martin Ilo Award at LIMCAF, 2017
Winner Best Experimental Artist at LIMCAF, 2016
Winner Talent for Praise Music and Art Competition, 2015



Frantz Fanon (triptych)
2023
Oil on Canvas
121 x 143 cm
10 500 GBP
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Chinua Achebe
2023
Oil on Canvas
91 x 149 cm
10 500 GPB
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Brotherhood (trilogy)
2023
Oil on Canvas
202 x 138 cm
26 600 GBP
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Malcolm X Renewal of 
Hope
2023
Oil on Canvas
138 x 187 cm
16 200 GPB
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Lucky Dube Voice on 
the Telephone
2023
Oil on Canvas
90 x 120 cm
9 850 GBP
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Saturday Night
2023
Oil on Canvas
138 x 107 cm
9 850 GBP
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Teacher Don’t Teach 
Me Nonsense
2023
Oil on Canvas
100 x 76 cm
8 240 GBP
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Winnie Mandela
2023
Oil on Canvas
138 x 107 cm
9 850 GBP
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With an increasing focus on African Art around the world, Eclectica 
Contemporary aims to present a carefully selected and focused collection 
of art from the continent that interrogates issues facing us in a globalized 
world. The art at Eclectica Contemporary often showcases practices and 
materials from art history but which push these boundaries and explore 
uncharted territories of representation, technique and theory.

Based in Cape Town, South Africa, Eclectica Contemporary sees itself as 
an African gallery with an international vision. We celebrate the diversity 
and depth of art making on our continent while aiming to contextualize it for 
a growing global market.

Our program of exhibitions shows a mix of solo shows by gallery artists 
alongside curated group shows. In addition, the Eclectica Contemporary 
exhibition space has facilities for experimental, new media and project-
based works.


